
Cohort 8 

Guided Choices 
Evening

March 2017



A
English Language These subjects 

score double 
points.Maths

B

Science Subjects

3 of these count

Modern Languages

Geography

History

Computer Science

C

Any other subject can count here, 
including English Literature, Science, 
Languages, Geography, History and 
Computer Science.

3 of these count

Attainment 8



CORE
SUBJECTS 

5 0r 6 GCSEs

• English 
Language GCSE

• English 
Literature GCSE

• Mathematics 
GCSE

• 2 or 3 Science 
GCSEs

MODERN
FOREIGN

LANGUAGE
1 GCSE

• French

• German

• Spanish

THREE FURTHER
CHOICES

3 GCSEs

• Art & Design

• Business Studies

• Computer Science

• Dance

• Drama

• Food Nutrition and 
Preparation

• Geography

• History

• Media Studies

• Music

• Physical Education

• Philosophy and Ethics

• Design & Technology –
Graphics, R.M or Textiles

Curriculum Structure



Guided Choices 2017 

GCSE English

Aidan Tolhurst & Kelly Cording 
English Teachers



English Language and 
English Literature

• Learners will undertake a dual course in 
English Language and English Literature

• This will lead to TWO separate GCSEs

• The skills developed are relevant and 
crucial across all subjects



A Three Year Course
Reading

• Plays

• Poetry

• Novels

• Short stories

Non-fiction

• News articles

• Speeches

• Letters

Spoken Language



English Language

Paper 1 – Explorations in Creative Reading and 
Writing. 

- Learners provided with a classic 19th or 20th century story.

- 4 reading questions which assess: Comprehension, 
ability to retrieve key information, and analysis of language 
and structure.

- 1 narrative or descriptive writing challenge which 
assesses ability to: Write in detail, organise their writing 
effectively, and use language imaginatively and accurately.



English Language
Paper 2 – Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives.

- Learners provided with two non-fiction texts – 19th

century and modern.

- 4 reading questions which assess ability to: Retrieve 
key information, compare facts, analyse language & 
structure, and compare the expression of viewpoints.

- 1 non-fiction writing challenge: News/magazine 
article, letter or speech.

Untiered (all sit the same paper)

No coursework

Independent study very important!



English Language

Spoken Language – non-examination assessment. 

Learners will demonstrate their speaking and listening 
skills by:

• Giving a presentation in a formal context to their peers.

• Responding appropriately to questions and to feedback 
and asking questions themselves without preparation.

• Confidently using Spoken Standard English. 

Communication skills are invaluable to their future.



English Literature

The English Literature exam will be a closed book 
examination – no texts allowed in exams! 
Regular revision of quotes is essential.

The course will cover the study of:

• Shakespeare and 19th - century novels

• Modern texts and poetry

Also an untiered examination.



English Literature
Paper 1 – Shakespeare and the 19th-century novel

Section A: Macbeth

Section B: A Christmas Carol

Skills: Interpret the texts, use quotations to support ideas, 
analyse effective language choices, make links to the 
contexts in which the texts were written.

Section A: An Inspector Calls

Section B: Power and Conflict cluster of poetry

Section C: Unseen Poetry

Skills: Analyse and deconstruct poetry from a brief reading.

Paper 2 – Modern texts and poetry



How you can support your youngster:

- Encourage them to read regularly.

- Help them to revise recent learning and create 
quotation banks. 

- Support with completion of independent study.

- Help them to develop their vocabulary.

- Purchase GCSE AQA past papers & study 
guides (Available from the school shop or 
Amazon) 



Guided Choices 2017

GCSE Mathematics

Nick Powell

Subject Leader
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Old Exam Question
Speed, Distance, Time



New Exam Question
Speed, Distance, Time

More information, More “wordy”, No scaffolding















Higher Pathway

Foundation Pathway

Higher 

Terminal 

Exams

Foundation 

Terminal 

Exams

Cohort 9
• Learners study in 

mixed ability groups

• An assessment at the 
end of the year will 
help identify their 
most appropriate 
pathway

Cohort 10
• Learners join either 

the higher or the 
foundation pathway

• Assessments 
throughout the year 
offer learners the 
opportunity to move 
between pathways

Cohort 11
• Learners are fixed to 

a pathway

• The focus shifts 
towards preparing for 
the final exam



Guided Choices 2017 

GCSE Modern Foreign Languages

Hayley Frid

Specialist Leader of Education



Core Language Learning
at Honywood

• French, German or Spanish



What is the structure of 
the GCSE course like?

• New specification provided by AQA 

• All four skill areas to be assessed by 
final exams at the end of Cohort 11 
(2020). No dictionaries will be 
permitted in any paper.

• Each skill area is worth an equal 25% 
towards the final outcome.

• Two tiers of entry – Foundation (1–5) or 
Higher (4-9).



9

8

7

6

HIGHER5

4

3

2

1

FOUNDATION

Final examination papers

Learners must enter for all 4 skills at the same tier.



How will youngsters 
be assessed?

Paper 1: Listening (25% of the total GCSE marks)

Understanding and responding to different types of spoken language.

Paper 2: Speaking (25% of the total GCSE marks)

Communicating and interacting effectively in speech for a variety of purposes.

Paper 3: Reading (25% of the total GCSE marks)

Understanding and responding to different types of written language, 
including literary texts.

Paper 4: Writing (25% of the total GCSE marks)

Communicating effectively in writing for a variety of purposes. 



Context
Theme 1: Identity and Culture

Me, my family and friends

Technology in everyday life

Free-time activities

Customs and festivals in the target language – speaking 
countries/communities

Theme 2: local, national, international and global areas of interest

Home, town, neighbourhood and region

Social issues

Global issues

Travel and tourism

Theme 3: current and future study and employment

My studies

Life at school/college

Education post-16

Career choices and ambitions



How will learning take 
place?

• Development of language through 
different media.

• Investigation into different cultures 
and lifestyles.

• Appreciation of film, music, and 
television from the target language 
countries.

• Transferable life skills. 



What is required of 
learners?

• Vocabulary learning at school and at 
home – little but often.

• Understanding of tenses and grammar 
points.

• Continuous practice of all four skill 
areas.

• Further study – using revision guides, 
DuoLingo App etc. 



Organisation



Educational visits and 
links



Guided Choices 2017 

GCSE Science

Charlotte Gamble

Subject Development Leader



Changes in Science

New curriculum

• Current C11 follow a different GCSE

Moved exam board from OCR to AQA

• Provide an option of routes for learners to choose the 
course that suits them

• Questions have less focus on reading skills and more on 
subject content

• More resources available for the learners

• More support for staff from the exam board



What are the options?

GCSE Combined Science: Trilogy

– Two GCSE’s

– Covers content from Biology, Physics and Chemistry

– For example, grade 2 and grade 3 in Combined Science

GCSE Triple Science

– Three separate GCSE’s in Biology, Chemistry and Physics

– For example, grade 4 in Biology, grade 5 in Chemistry and grade 
6 in Physics

Learners will also have the option to take the higher or 
foundation paper



C9             C10

GCSE Combined Science: 
Trilogy

C11

GCSE Combined Science: 
Trilogy

(Foundation revision only)

GCSE Combined Science: 
Trilogy

(Higher)

Triple science: Biology, 
Chemistry and Physics

Foundation Foundation
/ Higher



Biology Chemistry Physics
B1- Cell Biology C1- Atomic structure and the

periodic table
P1- Forces

B2- Organisation C2- Bonding, structure, and the 
properties of matter

P2- Energy

B3- Infection and response C3- Quantitative chemistry P3- Waves

B4- Bioenergetics C4- Chemical changes P4- Electricity

B5- Homeostasis and 
response

C5- Energy changes P5- Magnetism and 
electromagnetism 

B6- Inheritance, variation 
and evolution

C6- The rate and extent of 
chemical change

P6- Particle model of 
matter

B7- Ecology C7- Organic chemistry P7- Atomic structure

C8- Chemical analysis

C9- Chemistry of the 
atmosphere

C10- Using resources

Topics for the GCSE 
Combined Science: Trilogy



Biology Chemistry Physics
B1- Cell Biology C1- Atomic structure and the

periodic table
P1- Forces

B2- Organisation C2- Bonding, structure, and the 
properties of matter

P2- Energy

B3- Infection and response C3- Quantitative chemistry P3- Waves

B4- Bioenergetics C4- Chemical changes P4- Electricity

B5- Homeostasis and 
response

C5- Energy changes P5- Magnetism and 
electromagnetism 

B6- Inheritance, variation 
and evolution

C6- The rate and extent of 
chemical change

P6- Particle model of 
matter

B7- Ecology C7- Organic chemistry P7- Atomic structure

C8- Chemical analysis P8- Space Physics

C9- Chemistry of the 
atmosphere

C10- Using resources

Topics for the GCSE Triple 
Science

The same topics, just 
extra content



The exams

GCSE Combined Science: Trilogy

Six exam papers

• Two biology

• Two chemistry

• Two physics

Each paper is 1 hour 15 minutes and is worth about 16.7%

Includes a range of questions; multiple choice, structured, 
closed, short answer and open response



The exams

GCSE Triple Science

Two papers per subject, each worth 50% of the GCSE

• Two biology

• Two chemistry

• Two physics

Each paper is 1 hour 45 minutes

Includes a range of questions; multiple choice, structured, 
closed, short answer and open response



Required practicals

There is no coursework. Instead, at least 
15% of overall marks in the exam will cover 

practical work

• 21 practicals GCSE Combined Science: Trilogy 

• 28 practicals GCSE Triple Science





Physics equations
Learners will need to learn 23 equations as 
these won’t be given to them in the exam



Supporting learners

• Revision guides are available from the school

• Supporting your youngster in 2 - 3 hours of 
science IS per week

• MLC’s

• Revision after school



GCSE Science at Honywood

• More demanding content

• More focus on practical skills

• No controlled assessment (coursework)

• All examinations to take place at the end of 
Cohort 11

• No option of taking exam early or retaking the 
exams

• Starting in C9 rather than C10 means we have 
an extra year to prepare learners for exams at 
the end of their studies





The Process

• 13th January C8 assembly launch

• 16th Jan – 2nd Feb Subject prefect presentations 

• 16th Jan – 10th March GCSE drop in sessions for 
youngsters

• 1st Feb Pathways Event

• 9th Feb Guided Choices Booklet issued

• 6th Feb – 10th March Parent tours of guided choices 
subjects

• 1st & 2nd March Parents information evenings

• 3rd March Forms distributed in LS3

• 15th March Guided Choice Forms deadline



What will a Cohort 9 learner’s 
timetable look like?

Time Subject GCSE’s

5 sessions English Language   

English Literature

2

5 sessions Maths 1

5 sessions Science: Biology, Chemistry, Physics 2/3

4 sessions French / German / Spanish 1

2 sessions Physical Education 0



What will a Cohort 9 learner’s 
timetable look like?

Time Subject GCSE’s

3 sessions Choice 1 1

3 sessions Choice 2 1

3 sessions Choice 3 1



Or for Some Learners

Time Core Subjects GCSE’s

9 sessions 4 Choices managed using My 
Learning Programme

4

Or for Some Other Learners

Time Core Subjects GCSE’s

9 sessions 2 Choices managed using My 
Learning Programme

2



Name: «Forename» «Surname» «Reg» 

GCSE Courses 2017 - 2020 
 

Please complete boxes 1 and 2 below and sign the form. 
 
 

Box 1 

Modern Foreign Language (tick one box only)  

French German  Spanish 

 

Box 2 

Please indicate from the list below the subjects you would like to study.  Put 1 
against your first choice, 2 against your second choice and so on.  Please 
indicate 5 choices.  Remember you will only study 3 subjects from this box.  

Art and Design  Geography   

Business Studies  History  

Computer Science  Media Studies  

Dance  Music  

Drama  Physical Education (PE)  

Food Preparation & Nutrition  Philosophy & Ethics  
 

*NB It will only be possible to study one of the following Design & Technology subjects 

Graphics*  Resistant Materials*  

Textiles*    

 
 
 

THIS FORM MUST BE RETURNED TO YOUR LGL BY  
WEDNESDAY 15th MARCH 

 
 
Signature of Learner………………………………….............……………………………………..…………………… 
 
 
Signature of Parent/Carer……………………………………...........……………………..…………………………… 



Remember…..

 In box 2 ensure you think carefully about choices  4 & 5

Points to consider
1 Not every learner is guaranteed in securing his or her first 

choice.

2 If some subjects are chosen by too few people, it may not be 
possible to run a course.

3 Certain combinations may not be possible 



What next?

After tonight……..

Re –read all the information on 
subjects

3rd March Guided Choices form issued

Parents time for individual questions

15th March deadline date for completed 
form.



Tonight
 Staff from English, Maths, Modern Foreign 

Languages and Science will be available to answer 
individual questions.

 Please do not forget to collect your appointment 
confirmation letters for the presentations for 
tomorrow evening. 

Tomorrow
• Please bring your appointment letters with you. If you 

do not have your letter with you, you will be able to 
collect a copy upon arrival at 6:30pm.

• There will be an opportunity to attend five 
presentations



Further subject specific 
questions……?

• English go to EN2

• Mathematics go to EN1

• Modern Foreign Languages EN3

• Science go to MS1



Email

• dgunn@honywoodschool.com

• kcording@honywoodschool.com

• atollhurst@honywoodschool.com

• htrowbridge@honywoodschool.com

• npowell@honywoodschool.com

• sarmstrong@honywoodschool.com

• pbilby@honywoodschool.com

• hfrid@honywoodschool.com

• ociaravella@honywoodschool.com

• mwhite@honywoodschool.com

• cgamble@honywoodschool.com


