Issue 558 - 11th September 2016

Results Day Page 5

Page 7

Family Learning Team
Page 9

Page 16
www.honywoodschool.com | Tel : 01376 561231 | Fax: 01376 563067

Headlines
By Simon Mason

Reflections on our School’s Progress
Following nine years of trialling new ideas for personalising teaching, in September 2011 we launched
a new curriculum for our learners joining us at that time in Cohort 7. Those learners left us this
summer after spending five years in a learning model that looked to personalise teaching and make
our young people far more involved and responsible for their learning.
I am delighted to report that these learners gained the best GCSE outcomes of any who have
attended the school since it opened. I could not be more proud of their achievement as 70% of
them gained the benchmark of at least 5 GCSE passes at grade C or better including grade C or better
passes in both English and Maths.
Their achievement is especially pleasing as the exams they sat have become much more difficult to
pass than was the case in previous ‘best ever’ years at the school. In fact, to judge these learners’
success the government now require us to look at a broader success measure that considers learners’
performance in eight subjects.
Learners cannot simply pick their best eight subjects to gain a good score. English Language and
Maths have to score and count double. Three subjects from Geography, History, Modern Languages
and Science (including Computer Science) have to count. Three other subjects then make up the
eight that are considered; learners are awarded a score out of eighty.
To see how well these outcomes compared to all the best years we had seen at the school, we calculated
the ‘best eight’ outcomes for the period between 2011 and 2016 (the top five years ever seen at the
school on the old 5A*-C measure occurred during this period). The comparison is below:

2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016

Score
49.47
50.58
50.00
50.01
48.35
51.12

An average score of 51.12 means that an average learner at Honywood left us this summer with seven
grade C passes and one grade B pass, an exceptional achievement across so many challenging academic
subjects. Our most successful learner, Harry Doubleday, scored 76 points!
We have taken a fair bit of criticism for our decision to change our curriculum. Some families did not
believe that learners could take the responsibility we were offering them. Others criticised us because
they believed that other schools had found ways of improving their learners’ outcomes that did not
involve radically altering their model for learning and teaching. They wondered why we had not done
the same and some accused us of a dogmatic approach to improving learning at our school.
I have no doubts that there will be members of the community who will be able to point at outcomes
in other schools and re-state the claim that these have improved more radically and more quickly
than outcomes for learners at Honywood. Can I suggest that in making that judgement, consideration
is given to the subjects studied by our learners. One hundred and ten of them sat GCSE exams

in three individual sciences, thus having to learn significantly more science than those sitting the
double award. One hundred and eighty three of our learners sat a GCSE exam in either French, German
or Spanish, recognised in all schools as the most demanding GCSE exams learners sit.
Our learners studied an academically challenging programme of GCSE courses; a programme that
was far more challenging than any previous group attending the school. That so many of them gained
such high scores in such demanding courses is a fantastic tribute to them and speaks volumes for the
character they developed in their five years at the school.
Of course, there is no simple calculation you can use to measure character, but in my thirty years of
teaching, I have never come across a group of learners so full of character as this group. It’s possible, of
course, that because these learners were trusted to take the responsibility to study and learn and were
then set demanding academic challenges to overcome, that they responded to that trust and challenge
and developed as people whose characters were forged in this challenging environment. I can’t, of course,
prove this, but it is an interesting hypothesis don’t you think?
Qualifications open doors and every school must do all it can to help its youngsters to open doors to the
future. However, when the door opens if you have no attributes, no character, no personality, are you
likely to secure the opportunity in front of you? We know that the young people who left us this summer
were not only the best qualified to do so, but were also those best able to take the opportunities their
qualifications will produce. We are immensely proud of these wonderful young people.
Next summer our youngsters will sit even harder exams in English and Maths with a new grading system
giving them points from 9 to 1, where 9 and 8 are the equivalent of the old A* grade and grade 5 is at
a higher standard than the former grade C. The point score each learner accumulates will become ever
more important as this new system for GCSEs is introduced (by the time current Cohort 9 take their
GCSEs, every exam will be based on the new 9 to 1 grading system and every exam they sit will be harder
than those sat by learners this summer). So what will be required for current learners to succeed in this
even more challenging environment?
Our current learners must become better learners if they are to succeed in ever more
demanding courses!
They must be more curious than any previous group of learners, it must matter to them to know more
than any learners before them have known and they must be willing to keep going as things get more and
more challenging.
They must be more considered in their approach to their learning, better able to plan ahead and
consider the consequences of poor choices such as failing to study regularly.
They must be more craftsmanlike in their approach to their learning, more willing to set themselves
high standards and much more willing to draft and re-draft outcomes until they have really mastered
their learning.
We will never stop trying to improve our school. The outcomes this summer give us confidence that the
way in which we are trying to make our school better is the right way of tackling the demands placed
on us as educators. We will never be dogmatic in the approaches we take, but we will question methods
we use now and have used in the past and we won’t make outcomes better simply by looking for easier
courses for our youngsters to study. In partnership with our learners and our families we are creating a
personalised model for learning that can work for every learner in our community and we are determined
to keep working as hard as we have in the past to ensure that however difficult exams become, we will
ensure our learners have the character to overcome these tough challenges.
Staffing News
We have one new member of staff joining the school this September, Amy Isac, who joins us to teach
Foreign Languages. We also have nine colleagues who commence posts at the school having trained with
us recently, namely:
Kerry Arnold (English)
Tracy Bensabai (MFL)
Emma Callender (English)
Kaytie Egan (Science)

Russell Flanders (Design Technology)
Tom Gribben (Science)
Kate Guy (Science)
Jake McMullan (Maths)
Clare Thomas (PE)
Also starting in new posts with us this week are David Briggs who commenced his role as Family
Learning Team Manager, Kate Houghton who commenced her role as Subject Development
Leader in Expressive Arts and Debbie Ingram and Ellen Pearce who commenced their Learning
Supervisor posts on Monday.
Five new trainee teachers join us this week; Sheryl Benn will be teaching Maths, Alice Girling,
Science, Niall Kennedy, Geography, Matt Rowley, English, and Alex Weller Drama.
Three colleagues have name changes this September having married during the summer break. Sophie
Farthing becomes Mrs Dalziel, Paula Jeffries becomes Mrs Downes and Davina Willson
becomes Mrs Gunn. As a result the former 9SFa are now 10SDa and 9DWi return as 10DGu.
On behalf of our whole community can I wish all our new staff and our staff in new roles an excellent
year.
Sponsored Walk 2016
Can I remind everyone that our annual sponsored walk to Marks Hall takes place in just seven school
days’ time on Wednesday September 21st. Once again we will be offering prizes to learners in each
cohort for the most sponsorship money raised as well as a learning group prize for the best fancy dress
on the day. The theme for the walk this year will be “My Learning Attributes”. Learning groups will need
to decide whether they focus on one of the eight attributes we have highlighted as being important (for
example being craftsmanlike) or whether their fancy dress is designed to illustrate all eight. The group
that best explains their understanding of the attribute(s) through their fancy dress designs will win the
prize!
The day will be a relaxed dress-code day. Learners will be able to wear clothing that is appropriate for a
walk lasting about an hour and a half.
Could I encourage every learner to try your hardest in these last few days to raise sponsorship, if you have
mislaid your sponsor form, please speak to your Learning Group Leader about getting a replacement.
Remember we have the facility for our community to be able to make donations directly via the ‘school
shop’ link on the Honywood School website so do make use of this facility if it helps us to raise money.
Thanks
To Christina Day (9MWo), Megan Harris (1oCGa), Aimee Helmer (11LJo), Eleanor House
(11CFr), Becky Hughes (11 HFr), Will Lynes (11MRa), Georgia Turner (11CFr) and Michael
Wilkinson (9DSc) for their superb support for our induction programme for Cohort 7 learners during
the last week of the summer break.
To Lauren Coleby (11RFl), Shani Collins (11CTh), Yasmin Denney (11CTh), Aimee
Helmer (11LJo), Eleanor House (11CFr), AJ Kemp (11LKi), Isaac Skubich (11RFl), Jamie
Thomas (11NPo), Ellie Watkins (11CFr) and Katy West (11CTh) for their support for Cohort 7
learners this week.
To Rafe Donnelly (9EFo) for his excellent help with Summer Sports Camp.

Parents’ Time
Simon Mason will be available to
see parents without appointment:
Monday 9.00am—9.45am
Tuesday 7.15am—8.00am
Wednesday 3.00pm—3.45pm
Thursday 5.00pm—6.00pm
Friday 7.15am—8.00am

Results Day

Results Days Cohort 11
At 9am on Thursday 25th August nearly all of Cohort 11 returned to
Honywood to collect their long awaited GCSE results.
A lot of Learners were nervous about their results, with some even not wanting to open their
envelopes, however these nerves were soon calmed when they realised they have achieved the best
results in Honywood Schools history!
All of the Learners hard work had finally paid off when as a Cohort they managed to achieve 70%
%+ A*-C including English and Maths. In English the Cohort managed to achieve 94% A*- C and
in Maths they achieved 75% A*- C; these results are something we are sure everyone can agree are
fantastic. The photos don’t quite do justice to the atmosphere that was created in the main hall as
a result of the superb results achieved by the Cohort. Although there were some tears, fortunately
most of them were caused by Learners being so pleased with their results.
We should also remember that shortly after 10am Cohort 10 also arrived to collect their Biology,
Chemistry and Physics results and they also achieved excellent results!
As a school we are hugely proud of what Learners in Cohort 11 and Cohort 10 achieved this Summer
and hopefully we can build on these successes over the coming academic year!

Kerry Arnold (English)

Emma Callender (English)

Amy Isac, (MFL)

Kate Guy (Science)

Kaytie Egan (Science)

Russell Flanders
(Design Technology)

Tom Gribben (Science)
Clare Thomas (PE)

Tracy Bensabai (MFL)

Jake McMullan (Maths)

TRAINEE TeacherS

Sheryl Benn
Trainee Teacher Maths

Alex Weller
Trainee Teacher Drama

Alice Girling
Trainee Teacher Science

Niall Kennedy
Trainee Teacher Geography
Matt Rowley
Trainee Teacher English

Teacher Training

Week 2
Main
Course

Vegetarian
Course

Dessert
Pasta Bake

Courtyard
Cafe

Monday

Salmon & Dill
Fishcake with
Wedges &
Green Salad

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Vegetable Tikka
with Wild Rice
& Flat Bread

Stuffed
Pepper Chips
& Salad

Chocolate
Mousse
Arrabbiata
Plain

Fresh Fruit
Salad
Pasta Bake of
the day

Pizza Tugo
Quad Special

Mediterranean
Vegetable
Spaghetti with
Green Salad &
Garlic Bread
Very Berry
Jelly
Cheese Sauce
Tomato &
Basil
Plain
Pizza Tugo
Quad Special

Pizza Tugo
Quad Special

Pizza Tugo
Quad Special

Roast Pork with
Stuffing Roast
Potatoes and
Seasonal
Vegetables
Spicy Bean
Cheese & Onion
Burger with
puff with Roast
Wedges &
Potatoes and
Green Salad
Seasonal
Vegetables
Syrup Sponge Cheesecake
& Custard
BBQ Sausage Chicken Tikka
Cheese Sauce Vegetable Tikka
Plain
Plain
Pizza Tugo
Quad Special

Menu subject to change

Spaghetti
Chicken Tikka
Bolognese with with Wild Rice
Green Salad & & Flat Bread
Garlic Bread

Traditional
Fish & Chips
with Peas or
Beans

My Learning Choices

My learning Choices, an
opportunity for all!!
Following the success of the MLC
sessions which are becoming
increasingly popular, this year
learners will be able to access one to
one or small group support sessions
which will be delivered by teachers
in all subject areas.
How can you find out more about
this? Why don't you talk to your
Group Leader or your class teacher
and email them to book your
session? Look at the MLC calendar
which has been emailed to you and
your parents to see what is available
and don't hesitate to make your first
booking.
We all look forward to seeing you
soon!

Family Learning Team
Drop in sessions every
Tuesday 11am-12 noon
Well done

to our Cohort 8 Duty Receptionists
Millie Felstead
Olivia Hodgetts
Callum Taylor
Harvey Appleby
Alfie Dodd

Mia Carter-Joy
Evie Stone

The Honywood Sponsored Walk is taking place this year on
Wednesday 21st September. Learners have been given their
sponsorship forms and are busy preparing for the walk.

